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One pearl of great price

The blessings of redeeming love our Saviour compared to a precious pearl. He illustrated His
lesson by the parable of the merchantman seeking goodly pearls “who, when he had found one
pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it.” Christ Himself is the pearl of
great price. In Him is gathered all the glory of the Father, the fullness of the Godhead. He is the
brightness of the Father’s glory and the express image of His person. The glory of the attributes
of God is expressed in His character. Every page of the Holy Scriptures shines with His light. The
righteousness of Christ, as a pure, white pearl, has no defect, no stain. No work of man can
improve the great and precious gift of God. It is without a flaw. In Christ are “hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” Colossians 2:3. He is “made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.” 1 Corinthians 1:30. All that can satisfy the
needs and longings of the human soul, for this world and for the world to come, is found in
Christ. Our Redeemer is the pearl so precious that in comparison all things else may be
accounted loss. Christ’s Object Lessons, page 115

One pearl of great price

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a
man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and
buyeth that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking
goodly pearls: Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that
he had, and bought it. Matthew 13:44-46

As for hid treasures

My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee; So
that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding; Yea,
if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding; If thou
seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures; Then shalt thou
understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God. For the Lord giveth
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wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. He layeth up sound

wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly. He keepeth the
paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. Proverbs 2:1-8

The price of wisdom

Surely there is a vein for the silver, and a place for gold where they fine it. Iron is

taken out of the earth, and brass is molten out of the stone. He setteth an end to
darkness, and searcheth out all perfection: the stones of darkness, and the shadow of

death. The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant; even the waters forgotten of the
foot: they are dried up, they are gone away from men. As for the earth, out of it
cometh bread: and under it is turned up as it were fire. The stones of it are the place
of sapphires: and it hath dust of gold. There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and
which the vulture’s eye hath not seen: The lion’s whelps have not trodden it, nor the
fierce lion passed by it. He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; he overturneth the
mountains by the roots. He cutteth out rivers among the rocks; and his eye seeth
every precious thing. He bindeth the floods from overflowing; and the thing that is
hid bringeth he forth to light. But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the
place of understanding? Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it found in the
land of the living. The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not with me.
It cannot be gotten for gold, neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. It

cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precious onyx, or the sapphire. The
gold and the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of

fine gold. No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is
above rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with
pure gold. Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding?
Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and kept close from the fowls of the air.
Destruction and death say, We have heard the fame thereof with our ears. God
understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place thereof. For he looketh to
the ends of the earth, and seeth under the whole heaven; To make the weight for the
winds; and he weigheth the waters by measure. When he made a decree for the rain,
and a way for the lightning of the thunder: Then did he see it, and declare it; he

prepared it, yea, and searched it out. And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of
the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding. Job 28:1-28

The fear of the Lord is his treasure

Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled; and dealest treacherously, and
they dealt not treacherously with thee! when thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be
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spoiled; and when thou shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they shall deal
treacherously with thee. O Lord, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee: be
thou their arm every morning, our salvation also in the time of trouble. At the noise of

the tumult the people fled; at the lifting up of thyself the nations were scattered. And
your spoil shall be gathered like the gathering of the caterpiller: as the running to and

fro of locusts shall he run upon them. The Lord is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he

hath filled Zion with judgment and righteousness. And wisdom and knowledge shall
be the stability of thy times, and strength of salvation: the fear of the Lord is his
treasure. Isaiah 33:1-6

Lay hold on eternal life

If any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the words of

our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; He is
proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof

cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, Perverse disputings of men of corrupt
minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such

withdraw thyself. But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food

and raiment let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into temptation
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction

and perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many

sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness,

godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on
eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession
before many witnesses. 1 Timothy 6:3-12

Beware of covetousness

And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide
the inheritance with me. And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a
divider over you? And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for

a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. And he
spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth

plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no
room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my

barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I
will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine

ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul
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shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?
So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. Luke 12:13-
21

Wisdom is better than rubies

Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth her voice? She standeth in the top
of high places, by the way in the places of the paths. She crieth at the gates, at the
entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors. Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice
is to the sons of man. O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an
understanding heart. Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my
lips shall be right things. For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an
abomination to my lips. All the words of my mouth are in righteousness; there is
nothing froward or perverse in them. They are all plain to him that understandeth,
and right to them that find knowledge. Receive my instruction, and not silver; and

knowledge rather than choice gold. For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the
things that may be desired are not to be compared to it. Proverbs 8:1-11

Neither cast ye your pearls

Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before swine, lest
they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you. Matthew 7:6

Treasure in earthen vessels

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus

Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power
may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we
are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not
destroyed; Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life

also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. For we which live are always
delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest

in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having the same
spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we

also believe, and therefore speak; Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus

shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. For all things are for
your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound

to the glory of God. For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is
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but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are
eternal. 2 Corinthians 4:6-18

That thou mayest be rich

And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; I know thy

works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then
because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my

mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind,

and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;
and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness

do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As many as I

love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand at the
door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him,

and will sup with him, and he with me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with
me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his

throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.
Revelation 3:14-22

Little with the fear of the Lord

In the house of the righteous is much treasure: but in the revenues of the wicked is
trouble. The lips of the wise disperse knowledge: but the heart of the foolish doeth not
so. The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord: but the prayer of the
upright is his delight. The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the Lord: but he
loveth him that followeth after righteousness. Correction is grievous unto him that
forsaketh the way: and he that hateth reproof shall die. Hell and destruction are
before the Lord: how much more then the hearts of the children of men? A scorner
loveth not one that reproveth him: neither will he go unto the wise. A merry heart

maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken. The
heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: but the mouth of fools

feedeth on foolishness. All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry
heart hath a continual feast. Better is little with the fear of the Lord than great

treasure and trouble therewith. Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled
ox and hatred therewith. Proverbs 15:6-17
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I will make you fishers of men

From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand. And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And he
saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway

left their nets, and followed him. And going on from thence, he saw other two
brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their

father, mending their nets; and he called them. And they immediately left the ship and
their father, and followed him. Matthew 4:17-22

Thou shalt have treasure in heaven

And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do,

that I may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there
is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the

commandments. He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder,
Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false

witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth

up: what lack I yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and

follow me. But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for
he had great possessions. Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you,

That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. And again I say unto
you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to

enter into the kingdom of God. When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly
amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them,

With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. Then answered
Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall

we have therefore? And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which
have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of

his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And
every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or
wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall

inherit everlasting life. But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first.
Matthew 19:16-30

Greater riches than the treasures in Egypt

By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
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daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy

the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.
Hebrews 11:24-26

The twelve gates were twelve pearls

And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb. And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the

city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and the
length is as large as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve

thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. And he
measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the

measure of a man, that is, of the angel. And the building of the wall of it was of jasper:

and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. And the foundations of the wall of the
city were garnished with all manner of precious stones. The first foundation was

jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; The
fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth,

a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.
And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several gate was of one pearl: and the

street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. And I saw no temple

therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. And the city
had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did

lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved
shall walk in the light of it: and the Kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour

into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night

there. And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. And there shall
in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.
Revelation 21:14-27

All was vanity

I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards: I made me
gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits: I made me

pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees: I got me
servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great
possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me: 1
gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the
provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of

men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. So I was great, and increased more
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than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me. And
whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any
joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.
Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I
had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was
no profit under the sun. And I turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness, and
folly: for what can the man do that cometh after the king? even that which hath been

already done. Then I saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth
darkness. Ecclesiastes 2:4-13

As the stones of a crown

The Lord of hosts shall defend them; and they shall devour, and subdue with sling
stones; and they shall drink, and make a noise as through wine; and they shall be

filled like bowls, and as the corners of the altar. And the Lord their God shall save
them in that day as the flock of his people: for they shall be as the stones of a crown,

lifted up as an ensign upon his land. For how great is his goodness, and how great is
his beauty! corn shall make the young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.
Zechariah 9:15-17

Treasures of wickedness

Treasures of wickedness profit nothing: but righteousness delivereth from death.
The Lord will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth away the
substance of the wicked. Proverbs 10:2-3

Where your treasure is

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. The light
of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of
light. But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the
light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! No man can serve two
masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I say unto
you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet
for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than
raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better
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than they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? And
why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they

toil not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his

glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the
field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more

clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat?

or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these
things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of

all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all

these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for
the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof. Matthew 6:19-34

Thy exceeding great reward

After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not,

Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. And Abram said, Lord God,
what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this

Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo,

one born in my house is mine heir. And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto him,
saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own

bowels shall be thine heir. And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now
toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto

him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for
righteousness. And he said unto him, I am the Lord that brought thee out of Ur of the
Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. And he said, Lord God, whereby shall 1

know that I shall inherit it? And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years
old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove,

and a young pigeon. And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst,
and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not. And when the

fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them away. And when the sun was
going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell

upon him. And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger
in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four

hundred years; And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and
afterward shall they come out with great substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers
in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. But in the fourth generation they
shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full. And it came to
pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a
burning lamp that passed between those pieces. In the same day the Lord made a
covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of
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Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and

the Kadmonites, And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, And the
Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites. Genesis 15:1-21

Counteth the cost

If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children,
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And

whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. For
which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost,

whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation,
and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying, This man

began to build, and was not able to finish. Or what king, going to make war against
another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten

thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? Or else, while
the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of

peace. So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he
cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:26-33

I will follow thee

And the Lord said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus:
and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria: And Jehu the son of
Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of
Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. And it shall come to pass,
that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth
from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay. Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel,
all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed
him. So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing
with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by
him, and cast his mantle upon him. And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and
said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee.
And he said unto him, Go back again: for what have I done to thee? And he returned
back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the
instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose,
and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him. 1 Kings 19:15-21

A double portion of thy spirit

And it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind,



Beautiful Words of Life-Exploring the themes contained in the Holy Bible
http://beautifulwordblog.wordpress.com

that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I
pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As

the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to
Bethel. And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said
unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head to
day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto him,
Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As
the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.
And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him,
Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he
answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray
thee, here; for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the Lord liveth, and
as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on. And fifty men of the
sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan.
And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they
were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. And it
came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall
do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a
double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing:
nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if
not, it shall not be so. And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that,
behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both
asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he
cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he
saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.
He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by
the bank of Jordan; And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote
the waters, and said, Where is the Lord God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten
the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over. And when the sons
of the prophets which were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah

doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground
before him. 2 Kings 2:1-15

The prize of the high calling of God

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he

hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the

law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness
which is in the law, blameless. But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss

for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,
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and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of

Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may know him, and the
power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made

conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of

the dead. Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I
follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ

Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which

are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye
be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we

have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.
Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for

an ensample. (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: Whose end is destruction,

whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)
For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord

Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his
glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things
unto himself. Philippians 3:4-21

Your gold and silver is cankered

Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.

Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver is
cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh

as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of
the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud,
crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord

of sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have
nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed the

just; and he doth not resist you. Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath

long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also patient;
stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. James 5:1-8

Thine heart is lifted up

The word of the Lord came again unto me, saying, Son of man, say unto the prince of
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Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord God; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I
am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not

God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God: Behold, thou art wiser than

Daniel; there is no secret that they can hide from thee: With thy wisdom and with
thine understanding thou hast gotten thee riches, and hast gotten gold and silver into

thy treasures: By thy great wisdom and by thy traffick hast thou increased thy riches,
and thine heart is lifted up because of thy riches: Therefore thus saith the Lord God;
Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; Behold, therefore I will bring
strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall draw their swords
against the beauty of thy wisdom, and they shall defile thy brightness. They shall
bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are slain in the
midst of the seas. Wilt thou yet say before him that slayeth thee, I am God? but thou

shalt be a man, and no God, in the hand of him that slayeth thee. Thou shalt die the
deaths of the uncircumcised by the hand of strangers: for I have spoken it, saith the

Lord God. Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man, take up
a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God;
Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in
Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz,
and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and
the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was
prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub that
covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast
walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways
from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee. By the multitude
of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast
sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will
destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart was
lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy
brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may
behold thee. Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by
the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it
shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them
that behold thee. All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at
thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more. Ezekiel 28:1-19

Silver and gold have I none

Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the

ninth hour. And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they
laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that

entered into the temple; Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked
an alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. And he
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gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them. Then Peter said, Silver
and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of

Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and

immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. And he leaping up stood, and
walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising

God. And all the people saw him walking and praising God: And they knew that it
was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled with

wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him. And as the lame man
which was healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the
porch that is called Solomon’s, greatly wondering. Acts 3:1-11

There is treasure to be desired

The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every one that is hasty
only to want. The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a vanity tossed to and fro of
them that seek death. The robbery of the wicked shall destroy them; because they
refuse to do judgment. The way of man is froward and strange: but as for the pure,
his work is right. It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than with a brawling
woman in a wide house. The soul of the wicked desireth evil: his neighbour findeth no
favour in his eyes. When the scorner is punished, the simple is made wise: and when
the wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge. The righteous man wisely considereth

the house of the wicked: but God overthroweth the wicked for their wickedness.
Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not

be heard. A gift in secret pacifieth anger: and a reward in the bosom strong wrath. It

is joy to the just to do judgment: but destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity.
The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall remain in the

congregation of the dead. He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth
wine and oil shall not be rich. The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the
transgressor for the upright. It is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a
contentious and an angry woman. There is treasure to be desired and oil in the

dwelling of the wise; but a foolish man spendeth it up. He that followeth after
righteousness and mercy findeth life, righteousness, and honour. Proverbs 21:5-21

When I make up my jewels

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the

covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. But who
may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is

like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of
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silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that

they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. Then shall the offering of
Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in

former years. And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will be a swift witness
against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against false swearers, and
against those that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the fatherless, and

that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear not me, saith the Lord of hosts.

For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. Even
from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not
kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts. But ye

said, Wherein shall we return? Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye
say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse:

for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a

blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the
devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither

shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. And
all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of

hosts. Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, What have

we spoken so much against thee? Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit
is it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have walked mournfully before

the Lord of hosts? And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work wickedness

are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even delivered. Then they that feared
the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that

thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day
when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that

serveth him. Then shall ye return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked,
between him that serveth God and him that serveth him not. Malachi 3:1-18

What shall it profit a man

And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be
rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after

three days rise again. And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and
began to rebuke him. But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he
rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things
that be of God, but the things that be of men. And when he had called the people unto
him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same
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shall save it. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose

his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? Whosoever
therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory
of his Father with the holy angels. Mark 8:31-38

All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge

For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at

Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; That their hearts
might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full
assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of

the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and

knowledge. And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words. For
though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding

your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. As ye have therefore received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished
in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest
any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men,

after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the
fulness of the Godhead bodily. Colossians 2:1-9
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